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General Admission 

 

 
 
 
Course Requirements 
 
 
 

All applicants must have successfully completed the following high school courses (one unit 

equals one year). 

 

-English: Four units (three of which must be courses emphasizing written and oral 

communication and literature). 

-Mathematics: Three to four units of college preparatory mathematics, including one year of 

geometry and one year of advanced algebra and/or trigonometry.  

-Science: Two to three units (two of which must be courses in the physical or biological 

sciences). One unit must be a laboratory science. 

-Social Studies: Two to three units (one of which must be U.S. history or a combination of U.S. 

history and government). 

-Foreign Language, Art, Music or Vocational Education: One to two units (one of which must 

be course work in foreign language, art, or music). 

-Additional Coursework: Up to three units of the required fifteen may be distributed throughout 

any of the five categories of course work listed above. Vocational education may satisfy up to 

three of the units. 

  
 
 

Links 
 
 
 

https://catalog.niu.edu/content.php?catoid=54&navoid=2781#admi_crit 

 
Course Recommendations  

-Mathematics: For students intending to major in mathematics, science, business, or engineering, 

four years of college preparatory mathematics are very strongly recommended. Further, all course 



 
 
 
 
 

with a mathematics prerequisite during the year before they enroll in a mathematics course at NIU 

students, regardless of intended major, are strongly encouraged to take a mathematics course or a 

course with a mathematics prerequisite during the year before they enroll in a mathematics course 

at NIU. 

 
 
 

 Links 
 
 
 

https://catalog.niu.edu/content.php?catoid=54&navoid=2781#admi_crit 

      

 Above and beyond the course requirements and recommendations for general admissions, please provide any 
programs/majors/departments/colleges that have additional requirements and recommendations stated in policy 
and used in the admissions process.  Include reference as to where the requirements or recommendations can be 
found (i.e., catalog or website). 
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List all required and recommended courses for undergraduate admissions that you will add for 2023-2024 AY. 
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2023-2024 
(New Course Recommendations) 
 
 
 

     

 


